The optimum depth for three species was 0.5-1.5 cm, suitable water supply at seed germination stage was higher than local monthly precipitation level ( 171 mL,i. e. 50 mm per month) , which resulted in a very low emergence rate. Within the scope of water supply in this study, the emergence and germination rates were the highest at 342 mL (100 mm per month) in most conditions, and the highest rates in three species was all appeared at 342 mL water supply and 1.5 cm burial depth, showing that water supply contributed to seed emergence from slightly deep soil. Seedling emergence rates of two sand鄄fixing pioneer plants ( A. wudanica and A. sphaerocephala) were significantly higher than that of A. halodendron, especially under water deficient conditions, showing their higher adaptability to drought. Covariance analysis showed that, seedling mortality of A.wudanica was significantly higher than those of A. sphaerocephala and A. halodendron ( P<0.05) , especially in 257 mL water treatment ( P < 0. 01) , but the difference declined with the increase of water. That is to say, when precipitation reached 75 mm per month, it met the requirements for seed germination of three plants, but not enough for A. wudanica seedling growth. In fact, average precipitation at seed germination stage is lower than this treatment. A.wudanica is mainly 
